Marital status moderated the association of CO to changes in cognition [F(1,012.85) =4.09,p=0.043] . Both marriage and CO were associated with increased cognition from ages 53 to 64; being unmarried without CO was associated with reduced cognition during aging with the lowest cognition by age 70. Results provide insight into how PO and social support influence healthy aging. Longitudinal PO and health/social data are necessary to better understand these relationships. Animal companionship has been found to be positively related to health, though less is known about the features of social networks that include animal companions and how these relate to health outcomes. The purpose of this study was to explore the relationship between social network composition including animal companionship and health. A mixed methods cross-sectional descriptive, correlation study design was used. Eighty-nine people age sixty-five and older, living in the community, managing multiple chronic conditions, participated in telephone interviews. Animal companionship was common (42.7%) among the sample (66% lived alone) with at least one animal companion (M=1.57, SD=.903) and associated with improved health function (IADL scores) (r=.234, p=.028). Animal companionship correlated positively with health (SF12 General Health Scores) (r=.210, p=.048). Animal companionship is an important feature in social networks of older people that influences health. Social supports maintain these relationships and the animal human bond. Social interaction may be facilitated by dog ownership. We surveyed 421 pet owners about neighborhood social interactions. Dog owners also completed a dog walking questionnaire. Among adults aged 55+ (n=99; 62.2±5.6 years; 90% female), we tested our hypotheses that (1) dog owners were more likely to meet neighbors than non-dog owners, and (2) increased dog walking frequency was associated with increased neighborhood social interaction. Inverse probability weighting was used to control for differences in age and neighborhood type (rural, suburban/urban) between groups. The probability of meeting neighbors was 2.4x higher (95%CI: 1.5-3.9) for dog than cat owners, after controlling for age and neighborhood type. Among dog owners, the odds of meeting a neighbor were 1.7x higher (95%CI: 0.9-3.1) with each unit increase in dog walking frequency (unit=5walks/week). Our findings suggest that programming to support dog ownership and dog walking among older adults may help reduce social isolation. Biases against older adults and people with disabilities can lead to discriminatory behaviors. One way to better understand attitudes towards these populations is through the examination of implicit (unconscious) factors. This paper utilizes The Implicit Association Test, a computer-based categorization task designed to assess implicit or unconscious attitudes, to assess the impact of an intergenerational service-learning course created to support the human animal bond between vulnerable pet owners and their companion animals. This study, using the Wilcoxon signed-rank test, assessed the impact of college students' interactions with older pet owners on these students' implicit attitudes. Pre-and post-assessment of participating students found statistically significant decreased biases towards older people and people with disabilities after completing the course (p=.032). Results from this study suggest that participating in an intergenerational service-learning course centered around the human animal bond can positively affect implicit attitudes towards older adults or people with disabilities. This session reports on older LGBT adults' perspectives of roles that pets played in relation to older adults' aging-in-place experiences. The goal of this study is to advance understanding of the role of pets in the lives of older LGBT adults living in rural communities. The qualitative study used individual, semistructured interviews with 11 older adults residing in rural Appalachia. Individuals were recruited using purposive sampling techniques, including recruitment through LGBT friendly service providers, a lesbian listserv, and snowball sampling. The majority of respondents reported that pets played a role in social support and some in social capital. One respondent described a utilitarian relationship with animals that is important to understanding the roles animals may play in rural communities in terms of "belongingness". After reviewing study findings, we will provide recommendations for including information about pets in formal social service delivery systems and conclude with implications for future research. 1%) . All FGs were audio-recorded, transcribed, and translated into English. A grounded theory approach was used to identify themes. Results: Competing responsibilities (N=7 FGs), laziness/apathy (N=6 FGs), and a lack of habit/routine (N=5 FGs) were identified as the primary barriers to PA. Jobs were perceived as a PA barrier because of physical labor involved, long hours, having multiple jobs, and/or an inconsistent schedule. Laziness/apathy involved the notion that people have time to exercise, but choose not to. Not having a routine resulted in procrastination and not achieving exercise goals. Social support was the primary facilitator to PA, which included having a friend (N=5 FGs), family member (N=5 FGs), or spouse/partner (N=6 FGs) with whom they could participate in PA. Sports were mentioned in all FGs as enjoyable, including soccer (N=5 FGs), basketball (N=5 FGs), tennis/racquetball/handball (N=3 FGs), and baseball (N=2 FGs). Walking/running (N=6 FGs) and hiking (N=5 FGs) were also considered enjoyable. The primary perceived benefits of PA included increased energy after exercising (N=6 FGs) and improved overall health (N=6 FGs). Conclusion: Hispanic men realize the importance of PA and what may be hindrances or facilitators to increasing PA. Funded by the National Institute on Aging (R21 AG050084-01A1). Among community-living older adults, unmet needs for help with daily self-care or mobility activities is associated with poor health outcomes. Few studies have examined whether change in unmet needs influences future health outcomes. Using 2011 -2015 National Health and Aging Trends Study data, we studied 2,052 participants (3,654 pairs of observations) who had: (a) at least one limitation in mobility or self-care daily activities; (b) data from two or more adjacent years, and (c) retrospective data about falls and hospitalization ruing the year following the two adjacent years of data. We computed mixed effects models to assess health outcomes for four transitions (met-met, met-unmet, unmetmet, unmet-unmet) . The models controlled for demographic characteristics, health conditions, change in daily activities limitations, and prior falls or hospitalization. We determined that those who changed from met to unmet needs for mobility limitations were significantly more likely to report hospitalization and falling in the following year than those with met needs in both years (OR=1.4; 95% CI=1.1 -1.8; OR=1.4; 95% CI=1.1 -1.0, respectively). Similar findings were found for those with self-care limitations. Respondents with unmet needs for mobility limitations in both years were significantly more likely to fall in the year after the interval (OR=1.4; 95% CI=1.0 -1.9) than those who changed from unmet needs to met needs. The findings provide evidence that onset of unmet needs increases risk for future falls and hospitalization, and resolution of unmet needs decreases risk for falls in the subsequent year. Fatigue is commonly reported by persons with lower limb osteoarthritis (OA) and uniquely predicts worse functioning and decreased activity. The current research used a combination of wrist and waist accelerometry along with experience sampling methodology (ESM) in a diverse sample to examine the relationship between reports of fatigue and pain and subsequent physical activity among older adults with knee OA. Three hundred twenty-one participants with physician-diagnosed knee OA completed a baseline interview and mobility testing followed by a one-week observation period using accelerometry at both wrist and waist. During this week, participants also completed an ESM protocol assessing fatigue and pain 4 times daily. Multilevel models examined lagged within-subjects patterns of symptoms and their association with subsequent physical activity using three approaches: 1) wrist accelerometry alone, 2) waist accelerometry alone, and 3) a combined approach using both measures. These models also examined between-subjects predictors including measures of overall functioning, mobility testing, and demographics. Level of fatigue reported in the previous interval was the strongest and most consistent predictor of subsequent lowered physical activity. Other significant predictors included age and functional mobility. Waist and wrist actigraphy estimates were modestly correlated with each other, yet multi-level models showed consistent results regardless of placement at wrist versus waist versus a combined waist/wrist approach. In conclusion, fatigue symptoms are a significant factor in predicting subsequent decreased physical activity in OA. Waist and wrist accelerometry methods produced different estimates of activity level in this population, but similar associations with arthritis symptoms. An increasing number of states pay family members who care for older adults in Medicaid-funded home care. Previous research documented pros and cons of hiring family members as home care providers. However, little is known about whether family and non-family caregiving dyads function differently when they participate in
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